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Intoxication poses significant challenge for medical staff due to diagnostic difficulties, complex clinical pattern, resulting from polyethiology of poisoning and potential risk of life threatening complications. the epidemiology of acute poisonings, observed in Toxicology Unit (TU) in Lodz during the period 2002-201--is the main objective of the study. Authors present their frequency and associated mortality and discuss the structure of poisonings with regard to type and causative agents. The data used for analysis were drawn from National Poison Information Center in Lodz. They were divided into two groups. The first one comprised informations about patients treated in TU, whereas the second one included cases treated in other hospitals and only consulted by TU staff. Analysis of obtained data showed that medications overdose was the most frequent cause of hospitalization during 2002-2011. Patients between 15 and 30 years constituted the largest group in comparison with total number of poisonings. Medications, alcohols and gases constituted also the leading cause of deaths due to poisoning during the analysed period. Suicidal poisonings composed the largest group in 2002 and 2003 y respectively, whereas poisonings caused by abuse or abuse in the course of dependence were the most frequent in subsequent years.